
18 Feb 
lg5’ 

My dear M. L. Jr.: 

May God Almighty continue to Bless you, and grant unto you more Wisdom 
and Power to carry on, in His Name, the struggle for Decency, Dignity, and First 
Class Citizenship for all Americans, without regard to Race or Creed. 

I was certainly happy to find your likeness on the cover page of Time Magazine 
this week. You could not have accomplished so much, in so short a time, unless 
you had decided to let God use you. Keep up the good work. 

I spoke in Chapel at Morris Brown College this morning on Negro History. At 
the end of my address, I held up a copy of TIME to the students, and told them 
that you were writing history in Montgomery, Alabama, right now, notwithstand- 
ing the fact that you have just turned 28. I admonished them to do likewise. 

I told the Students that you did not start out in life to become a Bishop, but that 
you asked God for the privilege to be one of His humble servants. I told them, 
that in making preparation for service, you finished Morehouse College early, 
graduated at Crozier Theological Seminary, stopped by Boston University to pick 
up a P.H.D. Degree, and then settled down in Montgomery, Alabama, to lead an 
honorable, non-violence movement for Equal Rights. 

I further told them that I hope to be with you at the Gold Coast Celebration in 
Africa early in March.2 

Kindest regards and best wishes, to your family. 

Sincerely yours, 
[signed] 

John Wesley Dobbs 

TLS. MLKP-MBU: Box 62. 

2.  On King’s return trip from Africa, he spent an evening with Dobbs in Paris. 

To A. A. Banks, Jr. 

18 February 1957 
[Montgomery, Ala. ] 

On 13 February Banks sent King a check to help pay for rebuilding the bombed 
churches in Montgomery. Banks askd King to send “a noteporn you personally 
which I could read to our congregation by way of encouraging them. *King thanks 
nzabers of Second Baptist Church, who had contributed more than $2,600 to the 
MIA during the previous year.’ 

I .  Both King and his father had preached at Second Baptist (see King’s sermon on 28 February 
1954, “Rediscovering Lost Values,” in Pupe~s 2 :  248-256). On 1 2  March 1958 King spoke at Second 
Baptist at an event sponsored by the church’s cultural committee (Program, Second Baptist Church 
cultural committee forum series, 1 2 March 1958; King to Banks, 25 March 1958). 140 
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Dr. A. A. Banks, Jr., Pastor 
Second Baptist Church of Detroit 
44 1 Monroe Avenue 
Detroit 26, Michigan 

Dear Dr. Banks and Congregation: 

On returning to my office I found your letter with the enclosed check of one 
thousand five hundred fifty-seven dollars and thirty-six cents ($1,557.36) from 
Second Baptist Chucrh on my desk. Words are inadequate for me to express my 
appreciation and the appreciation of the whole Negro citizenry of Montgomery 
for this great contribution. It comes at a time of real financial need. 

I think I am correct in saying that Second Baptist Church has contributed more 
to the work of the Montgomery Improvement Association than any single church 
in America. You can never know what this means to us. Your moral support and 
Christian generosity are of inestimable value in the continuance of our humble 
efforts. We will long remember your coming to our aid at this time and your real 
dedication to the cause of freedom. Those of us who stand amid the tragic mid- 
night of man’s inhumanity to man are given new courage when we discover that 
there are men and women of goodwill willing to support us in the struggle. Your 
generous support will remain in our thoughts so long as the cords of memory 
shall lengthen. 

Yours very truly, 
M. L. King, Jr., 
President 

MLRmlb 
enclosure 1 Receipt # 6398 

THLc. DABCC. 

From William Robert Miller 

25 February 1957 
Nyack, N.Y. 

Milk ,  editor of the Fellowship of Reconciliationk journal Fellowship, discusses the 
rivalry between Bayard Rustin and Glenn Smiky, both of whom had advised King 
during the Montgomery bus boycott. King replied on 23 Apn’l.’ 

25 Feb 
‘957 

1.  See p. 181 in this volume. 
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